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OUR WORK IS MADE POSSIBLE BY

FFT MEMBERS
RICK BOWMAN, STEPHANIE & MICHAEL CHU, DEBBIE EVANS, BETH 

HYLAND, NICHO KELLY, GABRIEL LABOVITZ, JONATHAN & JILL

MEIER, ADRIENNE MERRILD, & KIN WONG

FOUNDATIONAL SUPPORT FROM
PAUL M. ANGELL FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE RICHARD H. DRIEHAUS FOUNDATION

GAYLORD & DOROTHY DONNELLEY FOUNDATION

ILLINOIS ART COUNCIL

The show will run 2 hours with a 10-Minute Intermission.

Please remember to silence your cell phones before the performance.
In case of an emergency, please calmly exit the theater through the indicated 

emergency exit doors.

Re-entry to the theatre after the performance begins is not guranteed. 
Thank you.

SEASON SPONSORS
MICHAEL & MONA HEATH
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NOTE FROM THE

BO FRAZIER
DIRECTOR

supremacist capitalist non-profit structure 
in conjunction with a toxic, overreaching

Board of Directors who were not willing to make 
the real change that was necessary. This is not 
the renaissance we called for in 2020. We have 
to ask ourselves and collectively decide what we 
truly want Chicago theater to be going forward. 

This is a play about artists who imagine a 
world of joy, connection, pleasure and mutual 
aid–and their vision of the world we could live 
in is soundly rejected by a fearful populace. As 
a queer and trans person watching more than 
300 anti-LGBTQ (mostly anti-trans youth) bills 
introduced across the country in the last couple 
years, it has been both exhausting and terrifying 
to live in America where freedom is only meant for 
Christian, white, cisgender, able-bodied, males. 
In this time and in all times, it’s of paramount 
importance to support queer joy wherever we 
find it. On the first day of rehearsal, I asked each 
actor how their characters are either embracing 
queer joy or stifling queer joy throughout the 
play. I would ask the same question to all of you. 
In this time of plague and possibility, how can 
you empower queer joy?

DIRECTOR
Whenever I sit down to begin envisioning a 
production, I always ask myself “Why this 
play NOW?” and with Botticelli in the Fire it 
could not have been more obvious. Jordan 
Tannahill’s masterpiece premiered in 2018, 
yet as a 2022 audience experiencing 
plagues, attacks on LGBTQIA+ rights, and 
a Chicago Theater renaissance of sorts, I 
think you’ll find this queer fantasia lens of 
15th century Florence strangely familiar. 

During 2020, we peeled back the 
floorboards of the American Theater to 
reveal our problematic and exclusionary 
history. A “reckoning” was called for, 
brought to light by the We See You White 
American Theatre documents. Theaters 
across the country made performative 
statements acknowledging past harm 
and vowed how they would change going 
forward. In 2021 we started producing 
again and slowly realized that nothing had 
actually changed. As one of the wrongfully 
terminated 9 staff members of Victory 
Gardens (The VGT 9), I was so excited by the 
change that Ken-Matt Martin and Roxanna
Conner were attempting to instill, 
yet they were failed by the white 
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FIRST FLOOR THEATER PRESENTS 
THE CHICAGO PREMIERE OF

By Jordan Tannahill 
Directed by Bo Frazier

September 29—November 5, 2022
FEATURING

(Alphabetical Order)
Neala Barron  (Clarice Orisini;  She/Her)
Yuchi Chiu  (Poggio di Chullu; He/Him)

Andrew Cutler*  (Lorenzo de Medici;  He/Him)
Christopher Meister  (Girolamo Savonarola; He/Him)
Alex Benito Rodriguez  (Sandro Botticelli ;  He/Him)

John Payne  (Leonardo Da Vinci;  They/Them)
Jenece Upton  (Madre Maria; She/Her)

UNDERSTUDIES
(Alphabetical Order)

Annie Beaubien  (Clarice Orisini;  She/Her)
Ulyses Espinoza  ( 10/25-11/5 Sandro Botticelli ;  He/Him)

Gardy Gilbert  (Leonardo Da Vinci;  He/Him)
Dame Grant  (Lorenzo De Medici;  He/Him)

Elliot Sagay  (9/22-10/24 Sandro Botticelli ;  He/Him)
Mitchell Reid (Girolamo Savonarola; They/Them)

Ua Smith (Poggio Di Chullu; They/She)

PRODUCTION TEAM

Dionne Addai (Assistant Director; She/They)
Oswald Avile (Stage Manager; He/Him)

Hilary Rubio  (Costume Designer; She/Her)
Lauren Nichols  (Scenic Designer; She/Her)

Caitlin McCarthy*  (Props Designer; She/Her)
Willow James  (Sound Designer; He/Him)

Benjamin Carne  (Lighting Designer; He/Him)
Micah Figueroa*  (Intimacy & Violence Coordinator; He/Him)

Jamal Howard  (“Work” Choreographer)

Andres Fonseca (Musical Director; He/Him)
Adelina Feldman-Schultz  (Casting Director; She/Her)

Anastar Alvarez*  (Production Manager; They/Them)
Theresa Lammon  (Poster Designer)
Abbie Reed  (Co-Technical Director)
Peter Wilde  (Co-Technical Director)

Catherine Miller* (Original Casting; They/Them) 
David Rosenberg (Public Relations)

Greg Walker (Squash Consultant)

FFT’S SPECIAL THANKS
The Den Theatre, Ian McLaren Photography, David Rosenberg, Sally Cook,
 Mikael Burke, Kat Zukaitis, Rush Professional Voices Rehabilitation Lab,

Chicago Costume, About Face Theatre

* Denotes First Floor Company Member
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WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE MANY VENUES FIRST FLOOR 
CRE ATES WITHIN SIT ON NATIVE L AND. THIS ARE A IS THE 

TR ADITIONAL HOMEL AND OF THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNCIL 
OF THREE FIRES, INCLUDING THE OJIBWE, POTAWATOMI, AND 

ODAWA. THOUGH FOR OVER T WO CENTURIES, NATIVE NATIONS 
HAVE BEEN FORCIBLY REMOVED FROM THIS TERRITORY, WE 

MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS L AND CONTINUES TO BE A SITE 
OF GATHERING AND HE ALING FOR MORE THAN A DOZEN OTHER 

TRIBAL NATIONS AND REMAINS HOME TO OVER 100,000 TRIBAL 
MEMBERS IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

IN OPENING BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE TR ADITIONAL INDIGENOUS 
INHABITANTS OF THIS L AND, WE HONOR THE RECIPROCAL 
REL ATIONSHIP WITH THE L AND BUILT ON A FOUNDATION 

OF RESPECT R ATHER THAN E XPLOITATION, AND WORK TO 
DISMANTLE COLONIAL FR AMEWORKS OF LE ARNING AND MAKING. 

THIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT IS A LIVING PIECE OF OUR PROCESS, 
CHANGING REGUL ARLY AS WE LE ARN NEW BEST PR ACTICES, AND 
WE WELCOME YOU TO LE ARN MORE ABOUT THE L AND YOU ARE ON 

AS WELL AS TO ENGAGE US WITH ANY FEEDBACK. 

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

RESOURCES
The Council  of Three Fires |  American Indian Council  Chicago |  Chicago American Indian Community 
Collaborative |  U.S. Department of Arts and Culture’s Guide to Honoring Native Land |  nativeland.ca
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PLAYWRIGHT
JORDAN TANNAHILL

JORDAN TANNAHILL 
(Playwright; He/Him) is a Canadian 
writer and director. He has 
been described as being ‘widely 
celebrated as one of Canada’s most 
accomplished young playwrights, 
filmmakers and all-around 
multidisciplinary artists’ (Toronto 
Star), and ‘the enfant terrible of 
Canadian theatre’ (Libération). 
His plays have been translated into 
ten languages and widely honored 

in Canada and abroad. He has twice received a Governor General’s Literary Award – in 2014 for 
Age of Minority: Three Solo Plays, and in 2018 for his plays Botticelli in the Fire and Sunday in 
Sodom. His plays, performance texts and productions have been presented at venues including 
The Young Vic Theatre (London), Sadler ’s Wells (London), The Kitchen (NYC), Festival d’Avignon 
(Avignon), The Lincoln Centre (NYC), The Deutsches Theater (Berlin), The Volkstheater 
(Vienna), The National Arts Centre of Canada (Ottawa), Woolly Mammoth Theatre (Washington, 
D.C.) and on London’s West End. He is the author of Theatre of the Unimpressed, a book of essays 
on theatre. His debut novel Liminal, a work of autofiction, was named one of the best Canadian 
novels of 2018 by CBC Books and won France’s 2021 Prix des Jeunes Libraires. His second novel, 
The Listeners, has just been published by HarperCollins. His virtual reality performance Draw 
Me Close, produced by the National Theatre (UK) and the National Film Board of Canada, was 
presented at the Tribeca Film Festival and Venice Biennale in 2017, and ran at London’s Young Vic 
Theatre in January 2019. Jordan has also worked in dance, choreographing and performing with 
Christopher House in Marienbad for the Toronto Dance Theatre, and writing the text for Akram 
Khan’s dance pieces Xenos and Outwitting the Devil, both currently touring internationally. From 
2012 – 2016, in collaboration with William Ellis, Jordan ran the alternative art space Videofag out 
of their home in Toronto’s Kensington Market neighbourhood. Over the four years of its operation, 
Videofag became an influential hub for queer and avant-garde work in Canada.
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DIRECTOR
BO FRAZIER

BO FRAZIER 
(Director; They/Them) is a 
trans non-binary, queer, and 
neurodivergent theatre maker 
interested in new work that tells 
traditionally excluded narratives 
in extremely imaginative ways. 
They are so incredibly excited 
to be making their Chicago 
directing debut with First Floor! 
Since moving to Chicago in 2021, 
they have worked with Sideshow 

Theatre, Rivendell  Theatre Ensemble, BoHo Theatre, Filament Theatre, Mudlark Theatre and 
was one of nine remaining full-time staff members fighting for Victory Gardens Theater to stay 
alive. Favorite directing and choreography projects include: Hit The Wall by Ike Holter, Men 
on Boats by Jaclyn Backhaus, Love & Information by Caryl Churchill ,  The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time by Simon Stephens, Bright Star the musical,  as well  as new play 
productions by Dakota Parobek, C. Meaker, Leigh M. Marshall  and KT Peterson.  Previously 
based in NYC and London, Bo has worked with companies such as The National Theatre (UK), 
Birmingham Rep (UK), Greenwich Theatre (UK), Signature Theatre (NYC), Dixon Place (NYC), 
Rutgers University (NJ), Theatre167 (NYC), Heartbeat Opera (NYC), Indiana Repertory 
Theatre (IN) and London Theatre Workshop Off-West End (UK), which they co-founded. They 
hold an MFA in Directing from University of Iowa alongside the Iowa Playwright ’s Workshop 
and trained with SITI company. This winter, Bo will  be directing an all  trans and gender non-
conforming production of tick, tick…BOOM! with BoHo Theater. 

www.bofrazier.com.
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PRINCIPLE CAST

NEALA BARRON

YUCHI CHIU

NEALA BARRON(Clarice Orisni; She/Her) is excited 
to make her FFT debut! Favorite credits include 
Merrily We Roll Along, A Funny Thing.., Chicago Sings 
(Porchlight Music Theatre); 110 In the Shade - Jeff 
Nomination for Principal Performer, Marie Christine 
(Boho Theatre); Queen of the Mist (Firebrand Theatre); 
Ragtime, Titanic (Griffin Theatre Company); Adding 
Machine (The Hypocrites); Hello Again (Theo Ubique); 
Assassins, The Full Monty (Kokandy Productions) 
and other projects with Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 
Circle Theatre, BPB Co., The Inconvenience, Raven 
Theatre, GRSF, and more. TV credits include Chicago 
Med (NBC), Night Sky (Amazon).

YUCHI CHIU (Poggio di Chullu; he/him) is excited 
to make his First Floor debut! Chicago credits include 
Drive-in to the End of the World (Sideshow Theatre); 
Exercise Your Demons (Victory Gardens Theater); 
It’s a Wonderful Life (American Blues Theater); 
How We Navigate Space (Strawdog Theatre); The 
Miscellany (The Passage Theatre); Baked! The Musical 
(Underscore Theatre). Film credits include BJ’s Mobile 
Gift Shop (Sundance Film Festival). Yuchi is a graduate 
of and teacher at Black Box Acting Studio and is proudly 
represented by DDO Artists Agency.
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ANDREW CUTLER

ANDREW CUTLER (Lorenzo De Medici; He/Him) is 
very glad to be returning to the stage with First Floor 
Theater, his artistic home in Chicago. Select acting 
credits include Always Nothing Else, Plano, Killed a 
Man (Joking), Hooded, or Being Black For Dummies, 
Refrigerator (First Floor Theater), We’re Gonna Be 
Okay (Actors Theatre of Louisville), Red Bowl at 
the Jeffs (The Sound), and Solstice (A Red Orchid 
Theatre). In addition to his work as an actor, Andrew 
is the Artistic Producer at First Floor Theater, and an 
acting teacher and the Executive Director at Black 
Box Acting in Chicago. More at andrewlcutler.com.

CHRISTOPHER MEISTER CHRISTOPHER MEISTER (Giralomo Savonarola; 
He/Him) is a Chicago-based actor and quite happy 
to be working with First Floor for the first time. 
Chris has worked with some of Chicago’s finest 
theatres, plays include Mother Road (Goodman), 
Queen (u/a-Victory Gardens), Trust (Lookingglass), 
Warriors (Gift), Yellowface (Silk Road Rising), 
Under Construction (Jackalope), and the world-
famous Second City. Chris’s film/TV credits including 
Clarence in Apple+’s Shining Girls, The Life of David 
Gale, Chicago Fire, Empire, The Chi, and as ASA 
Lake on NBC’s Chicago P.D. Chris is also an award-
winning filmmaker with films playing at Telluride, 
Sundance, Slamdance, Hamptons, Austin, and 
SXSW. Big thanks to Grossman Jack Talent & all 
love to Eviecakes.

PRINCIPLE CAST
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JOHN PAYNE

ALEX BENITO RODRIGUEZ (Sandro Botticelli; 
He/Him) is dripping with delight to be making his 
First Floor Theater debut! Chicago credits include: 
The Brink!, A Persephone Pageant, Monuments, 
Mother of Smoke (Walkabout Theater Company). 
Regional Theatre: Gruesome Playground Injuries, 
The Crucible, Noises Off, Our Town, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Asolo Rep). Film: The Hairy Ape, 
Left to Live, Hits n’ Clips. Television: Chicago Fire. 
Education: MFA, FSU/Asolo Conservatory. For 
Actor Training; BFA, The University of Illinois at 
Chicago. Special thanks to the team at Big Mouth 
Talent and to Michael, his muse.

JOHN PAYNE (Leonardo Da Vinci; They/Them) 
is gratified to be making their First Floor debut in 
Jordan Tannahill’s Botticelli in the Fire. A Chicago-
based performer, Payne is excited to return to the 
stage, working alongside some of Chicago’s newest 
and most collaborative minds. Coming off a most 
recent run as Viola in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night 
(Midsommer Flight), Payne is ready to take on 
portraying the truly iconic Leonardo da Vinci. They 
hope to bring life and truth to this remarkable show’s 
Chicago debut.

ALEX BENITO RODRIGUEZ

PRINCIPLE CAST
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JENECE UPTON (Madre Maria; She/Her) is 
thrilled to be making her First Floor Theater debut! 
As a Chicago-based actress and vocalist, she has 
appeared in several stage productions throughout 
the area. Some of her recent credits include Lady Day 
at Emerson’s Bar and Grill (Metropolis Arts); Fences, 
Too Heavy For Your Pocket (Harper Ensemble 
Theatre); and Children of Eden (Devonshire 
Playhouse). Jenece would like to thank her family 
and friends for their unending support, and in the 
future, looks forward to the opportunity to continue 
to tell compelling and diverse stories on stage.

UNDERSTUDIES
ANNIE BEAUBIENANNIE BEAUBIEN (Clarice Orsini U/S; She/Her) 

is thrilled to be working with First Floor Theater for 
the first time! She is a Chicago-based theatre artist 
with a B.A. in Theatre and Biological Sciences from 
Northwestern University. Recent credits include 
Urinetown, The SpongeBob Musical (Surging Films 
& Theatrics); Disney’s The Little Mermaid (Music 
Theater Works); The Wizard of Oz (AlphaBet 
Soup Productions); SHOUT! The Mod Musical, 
A Christmas Carol (Metropolis Performing Arts 
Centre); and Ranger Tales (Improv Playhouse). This 
fall, you can also find Annie performing in The Three 
Little Pigs with Chicago Kids Company! Much love to 
her family, friends, and teachers!

JENECE UPTON
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U N D E R ST U D I E S

GARDY GILBERT

DAME GRANT

Gardy Gilbert (Leonardo Da Vinci U/S; He/
Him) is thrilled to be working with First Floor 
Theater for the first time!  He is a Chicago-based 
theatre artist. He is a graduate from Ball State 
University from their Acting BFA program. Some 
of his most recent credits include The Aliens 
(Directed by Brent Ervin-Eickhoff); Remote (BoHo 
Theatre); Scary Stories: Are You Afraid and Dark 
Web  (Random Acts Chicago); and Try to Be (La 
Vuelta Ensemble). He is incredibly thankful for the 
never ending support from his friends and family. 
@gardigras

DAME GRANT (Lorenzo de Medici U/S; He/
Him) is a recent graduate of THE ACADEMY at 
Black Box Acting Studio. Recent credits include 
One Thousand Words: A New Musical (Theater 
Wit). Previously training includes The Annoyance 
Theater and The Second City. Dame holds a B.A in 
Theater from Beloit College.
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ELLIOT SAGAY

ELLIOT SAGAY (Sandro Botticelli U/S; He/Him) is 
overjoyed to work on this incredible play with First 
Floor Theater. Recent Chicago credits: The Hungry 
Ghost Festival (Lifeline Theatre), The Magnolia 
Ballet (About Face Theatre), The Givens (Theatre 
L’Acadie). He appeared on TV in Chicago Med this 
spring. Elliot is also an avid playwright. His most 
recent play, The Last White Rhinoceros, received 
a workshop/reading in the 2019 Agnes Nixon Play 
Festival. Beyond the arts, he enjoys cooking and 
soccer. He is represented by Big Mouth Talent 
Agency. B.A. Northwestern University.

MITCHELL REID

MITCHELL REID (Girolamo Savonarola U/S; 
They/Them) is simply thrilled to be working 
with First Floor Theater for the first time, no 
less for being very much an 11th hour addition 
to the team! They are a Chicago-based actor 
but have also appeared in plays and movies 
in Indiana, Oklahoma, and Texas. Recent 
credits include Pro-Am (Sideshow Theatre 
Company), American Yu (Prologue Theatre), 
and Labyrinth (Broken Nose Theatre). They 
are currently seeking both professional 
representation and a date to a wedding next 
month.

U N D E R ST U D I E S
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UA SMITH

UA SMITH (Poggio di Chullu U/S; They/
She) is extremely excited to be collaborating 
with First Floor Theater. This is their first 
show post-graduation and they could not be 
more thrilled for you to see their work. They 
encourage you to have a great time and 
thank you for supporting this production. 
Recent credits include Hit the Wall, Twelfth 
Night, Angels in America (Northern Illinois 
University).

U N D E R ST U D I E S
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P R O D U C T I O N
DIONNE ADDAI (Assistant Director; She/They) 
is an actor, writer, director, and teaching artist 
local to Chicago. Their artistic practice centers 
on educating in order to encourage political action 
and mutual aid. As a director, she’s worked on 
Meeting Our Desires, and Sexuality Out Loud. 
Recent acting credits include Nina Simone: 
Four Women (Merrimack Repertory Theatre), 
The Secret yes (Filament Theatre), Eclipsed 
(Pegasus/Theater on the Lake), and We are Pussy 
Riot (Red Tape Theatre). For information on her 
teaching artist work, check out icah.org/fyi. She is 
represented by Actor’s Talent Group. 

OSWALD AVILE (Stage Manager; He/Him) is 
excited to be with First Floor Theatre again on this 
production with an amazing team after recently 
working them on The Secretaries: A Parable. Born 
and raised in Chicago, Oswald has been working 
in theatre since high school. Past work includes 
Tatjana in Color (Prologue Theatre Co), Fefu and 
Her Friends (Halcyon Theatre), The River (BoHo 
Theatre), and Hersel and the Hanukkah Goblins 
(Strawdog Theatre). In his spare time, Oswald 
works in healthcare.

HILARY RUBIO (Costume Designer; She/Her) 
is thrilled to be making her design debut at First 
Floor Theatre. Originally from San Antonio, Texas, 
she has made Chicago her home since 2019. 
Her accolades include working for Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company, Lookingglass Theatre Company, 
Santa Fe Opera, Great River Shakespeare Festival, 
and Chicago Mascot Company. She studied 

Theatre Costume Design and Construction at the 
University of Evansville.

LAUREN M. NICHOLS’ (Scenic Designer; She/
Her) design credits include Tiger Style (Writers 
Theatre); Rose (Renaissance Theaterworks) ; In 
Every Generation (Victory Gardens); Lighthouses 
in the Desert (Glass Apple); Falstaff (DePaul 
Opera); Gloria (UIC); The Pillowman (The Gift); 
Always Patsy Cline, Queen of the Mist (Firebrand); 
P.Y.G.  (Jackalope); Big Fish (BoHo); and A 
Scientific Method (Rivendell). She is a resident 
designer at Harper College and Northbrook’s 
Theatre for Young Audiences. As an assistant 
she has worked with Julliard, St. Louis Opera, 
Goodman, Steppenwolf, Milwaukee Rep, The 
Alliance, and Oregon Shakes. She teaches drafting 
and digital design at The Theatre School - DePaul 
University. Upcoming projects include Anna 
in the Tropics (Remy Bumppo) and Cinderella 
(Village Theatre Seattle). MFA Northwestern. 
Laurenangeldesigns.com

CAITLIN MCCARTHY* (Props Designer; She/
Her) is a multi-disciplinary artist with emphases in 
costume design, prop design and visual art. Recent 
design credits include costume and props design 
for The Gulf (About Face Theatre), props design 
and set dressing for Every Brilliant Thing and The 
Recommendation (Windy City Playhouse), props 
design for the upcoming Sophisticated Ladies 
(Porchlight Music Theatre), costumes and set 
textiles for The Late Wedding (The Neighborhood 
Theatre) & costume and production design for 
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Nire Nah’s music video, Citizens of Atlantis. She 
production designed The Care and Keeping of You, 
a short film by Nina Slesinger and Sammy Zeisel 
and will design costumes for the upcoming short 
The Last Stand of Bobby Coe. She is the Director 
of Production of First Floor Theater and a producer 
for the Chicago arm of Means of Productions, a 
video production company that works to bring 
resources to Chicago artists who want to make 
low-budget short films. Learn more about Caitlin’s 
work at caitlinmccarthy.net.

WILLOW JAMES (Sound Designer; He/Him) is 
a Chicagoland-based theatre artist, photographer, 
and content creator. He is passionate about new 
works and amplifying the voices of historically 
underserved communities– which influence his 
careers in acting, directing, and sound design. 
Excited and grateful to be working with First Floor 
for the first time, Willow’s most recent credits 
include Magnolia Ballet (Alleyway Theatre), The 
Clinic Audio Series (Congo Square Theatre), and 
cullud wattah (Victory Gardens Theater). He is an 
Artistic Associate and Resident Sound Designer 
at Artemisia Theatre and is represented by Dream 
Team Talent Agency. Willow-james.org.

BENJAMIN CARNE (Lighting Designer; 
He/Him) is a freelance lighting designer and 
electrician based in Chicago. Ben’s post-pandemic 
professional credits include lighting design for 
It Came From Outer Space (TheatreSquared); 
The Grelley Duval Show; Notes and Letters 
(Underscore Theatre) and Hertha Nova (Impostors 

Theatre). As well as assistant lighting design for It 
Came From Outer Space (Chicago Shakespeare); 
Body Movement Series (Fever Productions); Sons 
of Hollywood (Windy City Playhouse). His work 
has also been seen in Chicago at Strawdog, Prop 
Thtr and Jackalope. Ben is a graduate of Columbia 
College Chicago. A portfolio of his work can be 
found at: bcarnedesign.com.

ANDRES FONSECA (Musical Director; He/Him) 
is honored to participate in this process. He has 
been involved with First Floor Theater in some 
way or another since 2014. He is currently the 
Board Treasurer and helms the FFT House Band. 
He thanks his lovely wife Nora for making sure the 
vocal parts can be sung by humans. He thanks his 
wonderful son for staying asleep as we worked out 
the harmony.

ANASTAR ALVAREZ* (Production Manager; 
They/Them) is an artist, stage manager, and 
dog trainer based in Chicago. Previous stage 
management credits with FFT include Refrigerator, 
I’m Gonna Pray for You So Hard, Sugar in Our 
Wounds, and Vape Naysh. They have also had 
the pleasure of working on Red Bowl at the Jeffs 
with The Sound, Meet Juan(ito) Doe and The Real 
Life Adventures of Jimmy de las Rosas with Free 
Street Theatre, and Wake Up! Brother Bear and 
Little Jams with The Chicago Children’s Theatre. 
Anastar is self and community taught and is 
grateful for all those who have helped them along 
the way.

* Denotes First Floor Company Member

P R O D U C T I O N
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READY FOR MORE?
Become part of the FFT Family with a monthly membership.

Get insider access to our art, artists, and gives us the gift of sustainability. 

Our monthly membership plans begin at just $10/mo and are all customizable! The higher your monthly gift, the 
more perks you can add to your membership package. 

Which, as we’re sure you can imagine, is **the most important it has ever been** for small 
arts organizations re-emerging from a pandemic.

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for supporting us with a regular gift at this time. 

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS

LEARN MORE AT FIRSTFLOORTHEATER.COM/MEMBERSHIP

$10 Basic Membership
You Get a Comp for Every Show

$15 Plus Ones
You and a Date Get a Comp for Every Show

$20 Opening Upgrade
You and a Date Get to Upgrade Comps to Opening

$25 Gala Discount 
You and a Date Get Opening Comps & Discount on 
All Fundraiser Tickets

The Fine Print
All perks redemption is subject to COVID-19 safety protocols. Events may be canceled to ensure public safety.
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RIANE KERWIN (She/Her), President
Bunge Limited, Booth School of Business @ The University of Chicago

ANDRES FONSECA (He/Him), Treasurer
Guaranteed Rate

ARIANNE CLAYTON (She/Her), Secretary
PharmaCann Inc.

MARIA LAFTCHIYSKA SCHWARTZ (She/Her) 
Levin Schreder & Carey, LTD

LEE BARRINGTON STARK (She/Her)
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMPANY
AURORA ADACHI-WINTER (She/Her)
WILL BISHOP (He/Him) †
SID BRANCA (They/Them)
MIKAEL BURKE (He/Him)
ALEXIS CARRIE (She/Her) †
CAROLINE CHU (She/Her)
KATE CORNELIUS-SCHECTER (She/Her) †
MICAH FIGUEROA (He/Him)
KATIE FOGGIANO (She/Her)
MARKIE GRAY (She/Her)
BOBBY HUGGINS (He/Him)

HANNA KIME (She/Her)
JULIE LEGHORN (She/Her)
GRACIE MEIER (She/They)

CATHERINE MILLER (They/Them)
HUTCH PIMENTEL (They/He)

SHARIBA RIVERS (She/Her)
OMER ABBAS SALEM (He/They)

GRIFFIN SHARPS (He/Him)
CLAIRE STONE (She/Her)

COLE VON GLAHN (He/Him)

† DENOTES FOUNDING MEMBER

STAFF
(In Alphabetical Order)
ANASTAR ALVAREZ (They/Them), Production Manager
LAYLA BAHMANZIARI (Zhe/They), Literary Manager
ANDREW CUTLER (He/Him), Artistic Producer †
AMANDA FINK (She/Her), Managing Director †
CAITLIN MCCARTHY (She/Her), Director of Production
ALEXANDER PAREDES-RUIZ (He/El), Marketing Manager



SHOUT ABOUT IT
#BOTTICELLIFFT

#FIRSTFLOORTHEATER

GOT A PRE OR POST-SHOW PIC? 

WE’RE INTO IT.

CREDIT OUR DESIGNERS, TEAM, & FFT!


